Medicaid program; freedom of choice waiver; conforming changes--HCFA. Interim final rule with comment period.
This interim final rule amends existing Medicaid regulations on freedom of choice waivers granted under section 1915(b) of the Social Security Act (the Act) to conform them to the amendments made to the Act by sections 4604 and 4742 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990. This rule: Specifies that the Secretary may not waive the requirement that the State plan provide for adjustments in payment for inpatient hospital services furnished to infants under one year of age, or to children under 6 years of age who receive these services in disproportionate share hospitals. Extends to any provider participating under a section 1915(b)(4) waiver the same prompt payment standards that apply to all other health care practitioners furnishing Medicaid services. This rule also makes technical changes in the regulations relating to a recipient's free choice of providers of family planning services and cost-sharing requirements under waivers.